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Federa) Communications Gommission (FCG)
445 Twalfth Street S\
Weshington, DC 20554

Re: ©CODocket No. D3-123; TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rata Cuts

Dasr Chairman Martin, :
Commiasionera Adaisteln, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am  desf parson and ! use Videt Relay Service (VRS) to communicate, | was -

appaiied 1o lvam that the FCC stalf is intent on-drastically cutting the VRS rate, end .
effectivaly cutting VRS availabliity for the deaf. Instead of ssaking to limit the number ot L
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC shauld do everything in iis power to make VRS - .
availmble 1o more deaf people.

|, slong-with other Daaf individuais, uge thase services in both my work and personat
e, itls an important way.in which Iwe communicste with both hearing and desf
individuals. § urge you to do averything you cen fo makes VRS service avallable to the
‘many deaf psaple who-currantly da not have acoess o this vital, ife-changing sarvice.

The VRS rate should encoursge the VRS providers to:

« Serve more deaf people, not discourage tham from reaching out to mare

deaf people
« Provide interprsier treining programs so that thers will ba an adequate
number of queiifiad interpreters for VRS and the local Deasf communities

+ Provide service and technology improvaments, such as the developmant of
new videophone equipment, fulfitling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandats of functionaily equivaient telecommunications services

I, along with other deef individuals, their fsmflies and coworkers, dapend on VRS ang
gther relay Servioes.

Pleage stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with

Disabllities Act (ADA) to provide desf pacple with functionally equivaient
talgcommunications services,

Sinceraly,
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